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Final Portfolio - Learning with Digital Stories 
 

In this portfolio, I have made a compilation of artifacts sampling my work in the Digital 
Storytelling class.  The portfolio starts with four Daily Creates completed by answering the 
challenges posted in the assignment bank every day. The Daily Creates are followed by four 
Digital Story Critiques. I have decided to select these particular critiques mostly because of the 
fact that they are very relevant to my focal theme of working to make my household in Senegal 
self- sufficient. I have included my critique of the slavery museum story because I have a big 
interest in the topic of slavery.  As a foreign language teacher in an international school, I strive 
to make my students globally competent. Therefore, I do not solely teach them the French 
language.  I also tell them stories that help them use the language in context but also learn about 
the history and the culture of the people around the world that use that language.  I showed my 
students the slavery museum story because I had already told them about how slavery affected 
my country of Senegal where we have a museum called the Slaves’ House that they know all 
about. I also showed them the story named Akon Solar Power Africa which was an opportunity 
for me to tell them about my own story of growing up without electricity like some of the 
students featured in the Akon story.  

The last part of the portfolio is composed of samples of my interactions with my course peers. I 
have sometimes sent requests for clarification/information to my peers who very promptly 
replied to my questions.  

I have also included a Daily Create Challenge I have posted and which had 16 responses and 282 
views from the DS106 community. 

It is important for me to tell stories because that helps people around me, in this new country 
know me better. My students are learning a lot about me through the stories I share with them. 
They liked it when I played for them the digital story I put together for this class.  They know me 
a lot better now, and they know all that I have been through to get to where I am today.  
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Daily Create 1 
 

Challenge: #tdc1709 A Dozen of Anything EXCEPT Eggs 

As I was sitting at my desk thinking of what I could use as a Daily Create this week, I spotted on 
one of my classroom walls this poster of the twelve months of the year in French. 
 
 
 

 
 



4 
 

Daily Create 2 

For the Daily Create this week I chose to do the Assignment Bank item Visual Assignment 1892: 
Can You See What I See.  I picked a picture of my wife's eye together with this powerful 
message from Winston Churchill and a picture of the Nazi leader Hitler. I chose this assignment 
because to me it was technically challenging and an opportunity to use a new program (Canva). I 
also wanted to add a historical and thought-provoking element. 
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Daily Create 3 

Challenge: Find an occurrence of concentric circles in your world, 
share it in a photo 

For today’s Daily Create challenge, here is the top of my Jembe (African drum). 
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Daily Create 4 

Challenge: This needs a caption. Remove the curse. Or push it on 
someone else. 
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Digital Story Critique 1 

Digital Story Critique: Why America Needs a Slavery Museum     

  
The reason why I have chosen to watch and critique the digital story entitled Why America 
Needs a Slavery Museum is because I have always had a big interest in the topic of slavery, ever 
since I was a student at the University of Dakar. In my American Civilization Class, taught by a 
professor from the US that came to Senegal through the Fulbright Program, I became eager to 
read a lot of slave narratives.  This included Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, by 
Douglass himself, and Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl by Harriet Ann Jacobs. Since 
the slave narrative was a type of literary work that was made up of the written accounts of 
enslaved Africans, we can nowadays use a new and different form of literacy medium that is the 
digital story to convey the same messages.  This particular story really spoke to me because in 
1999 I got the honor of attending a lecture by Dr. Ibrahima Seck who is featured in the story.  Dr. 
Seck talked that day about Goree Island and the House of Slaves that has become a world 
heritage site. 

The three criteria that I have chosen to critique the work are research, sense of audience, and 
also flow, organization, and pacing. If I were to grade the video out of 20 points for every 
criteria (the Senegalese system is inspired by the French which is based mostly on a 20-point 
grading scale), it would be evaluated as follows: 

20 points for research because the idea behind the creation of the museum is the result of 
extensive research, which allowed them to accurately provide all that information seen in the 
video. 

20 points for the sense of audience because right from the beginning of the story John Cummings 
clearly identified the two sides in opposition around the topic of slavery. They are the black 
people screaming for prejudice on one hand, and the white people asking them to get over "it" on 
the other hand. 

15 points for the flow, organization, and pacing. I have deducted 5 points because that you have 
to be fluent in both English and French to get everything that was mentioned in the story. I think 
they could have included as close caption when Dr. Seck spoke in French when he first appeared 
because as a French speaker I got more out of the video by understanding that content. 
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Digital Story Critique 2 

Digital Story critique:   Unimaginable Success: A Digital Story 

 
My focal theme has to do with entrepreneurship. Therefore, for this week I was looking for a 
digital story that presents a success story.  Among all the options that came up in my research for 
a topic, I chose to work with  "the story of Greg Mortenson, a man who got lost during a climb 
and found his life's work by helping the remote areas of Pakistan find education. “Greg is the 
author of the well acclaimed book Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Mission to Promote Peace ... 
One School at a Time. It is a post- 9/11 book with a strong message to the world: “If we try to 
resolve terrorism with military might and nothing else, then we will be no safer than we 
were before 9/11. If we truly want a legacy of peace for our children, we need to 
understand that this is a war that will ultimately be won with books, not with bombs.” 
(Greg Mortenson). 

The story is very inspiring and offers a powerful role model to everyone yearning to succeed in 
this life. 

The flow, Organization, and Pacing of the story is excellent. The way the storyteller narrates 
Greg's adventures and Greg's move from failure to success is very captivating.  The way Greg's 
perseverance allowed him to eventually find success is presented in a very easy way to follow. 

The voice of the narrator is very clear and his speech is easy to understand.  Even the sound 
effects with the wind blowing did not drown the voice of the narrator. 

As for the research whoever read Greg's book, can tell that it was well conducted. The 
information the narrator shared are accurate and the landscape we see in the video looks very 
much like the way Greg himself described it in the book. 
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Digital Story Critique 3 

Digital story critique - A life of Successful People in 2 minutes 

For my Digital story critique this week, I have chosen to work on A Life of Successful People in 
2 minutes accessing through the following link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pp24iH5QR5k 

I found this digital story inspirational because most of the people presented faced decision points 
where they chose to persevere. I identify with this because in my efforts to find successful ways 
to make my household in Senegal self-sufficient (my focal theme for this class), I have met with 
obstacles that I had to overcome, or bypass. 

The 3 Jason Ohler's criteria I am using to critique the story are: 

Sense of audience How well did the story respect the needs of the audience? 

I give the sense of audience for this digital story a  10/10 because the author obviously thought 
through what people to use and tried to cover a range of barriers such as physical problems, 
performance failures, and rejections in order to identify with a larger audience. 

Media application Was the use of media appropriate, supportive of the story, 
balanced and well considered? 

For the media application I would give this story 8 /10 because at times the music was 
supportive, but other times the music seemed to overpower the senses and distracted from 
reading the words. 

Flow, organization and pacing Was the story well organized? Did it flow well, moving from part 
to part without bumps or disorientation, as described in Part III? 

The grade for the flow of the video is an 8/10 because more time was needed to be given for 
reading the longer slides. I had to pause the video several times in order to finish reading all of 
the text. Also, while there were a couple of grammatical mistakes, such as “Born without no 
arms or legs,” these did not affect the readability of the story or distract from the message being 
conveyed. 
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Digital Story Critique 4 

Digital Story critique: Akon solar power in Africa 

Akon is known by most people in the US as a singer, rapper, songwriter, businessman, record 
producer and actor. But for some people in the African rural areas, he is a kind of prophet 
coming back to his people with the gift of light.  Akon Lighting Africa is a project he co-
founded with his country men Thione Niang and Samba Bathily in 2014.  The project has so far 
provided electricity in eleven African countries. Their goal is to bring electricity to six million 
people in Africa. 

This Digital story is meaningful to me because I am in a very good position to gauge the joy the 
people affected by Akon's project must be experiencing. I did not have electricity when growing 
up. I studied and completed my homework under candlelight and paraffin oil lanterns. 

I chose to critique the digital story  Akon solar power in Africa under these three Jason Ohler's 
 assignment traits: 

Sense of audience How well did the story respect the needs of the audience? 

A good job was done in   the sense of audience category because even though people from 
different backgrounds, languages, and locations are included in the story, any audience with an 
intermediate level of English proficiency can make sense of the story. 

Story Story core clear, articulated, compelling? 

The message conveyed in the story was presented in a very clear and compelling way. The 
narrator is very articulated allowing people with different English language proficiencies to be 
able to follow the story and understand it. Also the speed of the video is appropriate because 
enough time is provided in order to read the translation of other languages used in the story. 

Story flow Was it a quality story that made listeners lean forward and wonder 
what was going to happen next? Did it flow, without bird walks or 
bumps? If audience members had to work to understand it, was it 
worth their effort? 

The video quality is excellent. No need to wonder what is going on because the picture is very 
clear, and the narration easy to listen to. Caption is provided in a very accurate way. There is not 
noise than can negatively affect the flow of the video. You can hear Akon himself sing in the 
background, but the music is not loud enough to overpower the narration and the interviews. 
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Weekly Literature Response 1 

New Literacies 

I agree with Lankshear et al when it is stated that there is a close connection between literacy, 
language and the context in which that language is used. I also agree that “different kinds of texts 
require “somewhat different backgrounds and somewhat different skills” if they are to be read 
meaningfully.”  For instance, in Senegal when I read about frozen lakes and ice fishing, to me it 
was just fiction and not something that could actually happen. In a country where over the course 
of a year, the temperature typically varies from 65°F to 87°F and is rarely below 61°F, no one 
can imagine that an entire lake could be frozen to the point that a person can walk on the ice. But 
the phrase took on a totally different meaning to me when I was taken ice fishing a couple of 
days after I arrived in the US. That was in the middle of February in a lake in Michigan. A good 
illustration from this chapter of the book is the difference in views between the Christian 
fundamentalist and the liberation theology priest about statements from the Bible. To that I am 
going to add a more concrete example. If to the Christian the biblical word “Paraclete” means 
Advocate, Helper, and the Holy Spirit; to the Muslim scholar it is a reference to the coming of 
Prophet Mohammad. The two have different interpretation of the same entity because of the fact 
that they are from different backgrounds. 

Another useful insight to me, as a classroom teacher, is the fact that “multitasking has become 
ubiquitous among digital youth. I usually ask my students to only stay on the sites they are 
working on when completing assignments on the Chromebooks. It has been a constant battle to 
keep them to focus on the tasks at hand as they tend to want to visit other sites.  Now that I am 
aware that the fact of drifting away to other screens does not necessarily mean that my students 
are not engaged and paying attention to the matters under discussion in the class, I am going to 
be more open to multitasking when they are working with electronics. 

The biggest insight however stems from the comparison between web 1.0 and web 2.0. It really 
exemplifies how users nowadays have become more active controllers of the data they are 
handling, as opposed to the passive user of the web 1.0 that was simply a consumer of ready 
made products, without the possibility to make any meaningful contribution. 

All the foreign language teacher in the DPS area that use Comprehensible Input (CI), also known 
as Teach Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling (TPRS) have at their disposal a wikispace 
that contains valuable resources put together by the teachers themselves. The space is updated 
continually. This form of new literacy was not possible in the era of Web 1.0. 

Together with the many insights from the reading, I also encountered several words that are 
totally new to me, among which fanfiction, machinima animations, folksonomies, and metadata. 
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Weekly Literature Response 2 

 
Response to Social learning, 'push' and 'pull' and building platforms for collaborative 
learning 
I have read the chapter with a lot of interest because the ideas developed therein correspond a lot 
to my philosophy of teaching foreign languages. It was interesting to me to read that the teaching 
methodologies advocated here also apply to all types of teaching and learning, not just classroom 
teaching. 

I have acquired a better understanding of what social learning is thanks to the insightful 
definitions provided here. 

•   "Social learning is understood as involving a change in understanding at the level of 
'social units' (such as an organization, an institution, or a community of practice), 
that occurs through interaction where 'the message is spread from person to person 
through social network".  

From this definition of social learning we can see the revolution that is brought about by the 
advent of new technological tools such as the internet, social networking (Facebook, Skype, 
Viber, etc.). This course itself exemplifies that revolution in learning that is facilitated by the 
development of technology which allows our community of learners to learn so much from each 
other without ever having to sit together. The author went on to say that "Developments in new 
technologies, and especially in the burgeoning reach, power, and collaborative potential of 
the internet, have generated diverse contexts and opportunities for situated, activity-based 
learning of kinds that that diverge strikingly from conventional classroom learning 
approaches." 

•   Another big insight is when the author talks about how much more efficient learning new 
vocabulary using new social learning techniques rather than traditional classroom 
methods is. He is advocating that vocabulary should be learned in context rather than 
through the use of dictionaries.  It is  written to that effect that "... by separating 
learning from 'authentic' activity grounded in physical and social context and 
situations, formal education largely defeats  its goal of promoting 'useable, robust 
knowledge'."  Teaching new vocabulary in context and making the learning relevant to 
the lives of the learners is a trait of the TPRS method I am very fond of. 

•   Current approaches to teaching and learning need to be shunned for the benefit of more 
contextualized methods because they are out of sync with the needs of the new generation 
of learners. 

•   Learners should not be mere recipients of knowledge. Rather, they should be encouraged 
to be active participants in the production of knowledge. This is the idea that Brown and 
Adler seem to advocate in their "Cartesian ' view of learning as a matter of getting 
content into heads- on the model of providing private minds with raw materials 
from which to produce thought and knowledge."  In other words, the shift should be 
made from the 'push' model that characterizes the current approaches to learning, to the 
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'pull' model which is more innovative and allows more creativity. The focus should be on 
'how we learn' instead of on 'what we learn'. 

As far as buzzwords are concerned I have: 

•   ancillary 
•   'just-in-time-and-just-in-place' 
•   enculturation 

I had to pause and look up the meaning of the phrases as used in this chapter. 

This reading week really appealed to the language teacher in me because the methods advocated 
match my teaching philosophy. I am a firm believer that teaching vocabulary from textbooks is 
not as efficient as teaching them in context, using stories for instance. 

Besides we should take full advantage of the technology we now have available in order to make 
the needed improvements to the current approaches of learning. Learning should be made more 
fluid by promoting platforms over programmes. 
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Weekly Literature Response 3 

Reflection on Seven Steps of Digital Storytelling 

The main insights for the article are as follows: 

Step 1: Owning your insights 

It is interesting to gather from reading step 1 that while the memory of the event does not 
change, the storyteller's perspective and the personal meaning evolve over time based on the 
storyteller's own experiences and the experiences of other participants of the story circles. We 
can learn from this part of the article that the main focus is not the story itself, but rather the 
storyteller. Lambert wrote this to that effect: 

"I might tell the Johnny Ramirez story fifteen ways over my lifetime, but the small 
changes, the way the story shifts in emphasis and tone, express something different about 
me as the author." 

"We want to help the storyteller move through a process of self-discovery about the why of 
their story"  

"What it's really about is the storyteller." 

Step 2: Owning your emotions 

The main idea is to understand what our emotions are relating to our story and conveying those 
emotions in a genuine way. We need to be able to balance the emotions in the story in order to 
reflect honesty and credibility. 

“When we, as an audience, hear a story that has an exaggerated tug to emotion, we read it 
as dishonesty. Conversely, if it seems devoid of emotion, without a hint of struggle or 
conflict, then we don't believe it either." 

Step 3: Finding the moment 

Knowing what the aha moment of the story exactly is, remains essential in shaping the story. 

"By building a scene around the moment of change, the storyteller is 'showing,' rather than 
'telling.'" 
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I found very interesting the idea that in shaping the story around the moment of change the 
audience is lead to "a river of understanding" in which they are encouraged to jump - 
emotionally participating   in the story. 
Step 4: Seeing your story 
The main idea Lambert developed in this section is the different ways we can use visual images, 
to tell the story. There are direct and indirect types of images that are used to illustrate stories. 
Buzzwords are present is this section such as explicit vs. implicit, visual metaphors, 
and juxtaposition. 
Another idea is that "... images have the power to reveal something to the audience that 
words can't say." 
Step 5: Hearing your story 
Some of the ideas from this section are: 

•   The more natural the voiceover narrative sounds, the better it is for pulling the audience 
into the story. 

•   Ambient sound is another way to "help create a sense of place for the audience" 
•   Music can "...alter our perception of visual information" and "...can enhance the style 

and meaning of the story's text and visual narratives..." 

Step 6: Assembling your story 
The main ideas of this section are: 

•   Making sure that we have the right amount of details and background information. 
•   Balance the details so as to allow the audience to be able to understand the story but be 

still able to engage and draw their own conclusion.  I like the comparison of building the 
story’s tension, with playing with a cat. 

•   Closure and pacing are important to storytelling. Pacing can be a powerful tool for 
creating rhythm in the story. 

Step 7:  Sharing your story 

The main idea here is to know our audience and how much information they need. This can help 
us decide what part of the story we should emphasize during the presentation. 
Besides teaching us the 7 steps of storytelling, the article also increased my understanding of the 
use of the story circles. Story circles provide inspiration and are an opportunity for participants to 
be able to amend their thoughts and acquire insights that can affect the way they tell their stories. 
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Social Media and Networking Interactions 

I have interacted with most of my peers by posing questions, answering, or commenting of 
something they have posted. Below are a few samples of our exchanges: 
 
Louizainte5340fall2016Nov 6, 2016 
 
Hi Meissa, 
Thank you for sharing this article! It surely expands my knowledge for digital storytelling. 
I found very interesting the author’s approach, who is not focusing on the medium that is used to 
produce the digital story, but the actual story. I am not sure if there is a way to teach student how 
to “emotionalize information”, I guess by asking them to reflect on how they feel after listening, 
watching or being part of an event, and then use the story as a tool to share these feeling and 
emotions. I think the idea of giving “a spine” to the digital story is very helpful because it’s a 
good clue on setting priorities when someone puts together a story. Keeping in mind that it is 
important to “hold the audience’s attention and deliver a timely, memorable ending and 
“wrapping up with a lesson learned” helps the author of the digital story to search for the real 
meaning of the story and lessons learned, which I think goes back to “emotionalizing 
information”. Unless the author reflects on his/her own emotions, he/she will not be able to 
convey these emotions, through the digital story, to the audience. 

 

MatthewkubiakNov 20, 2016 
 

Thanks for sharing this digital story. I am always impressed with how much can be told in such a 
short amount of time. It is an important lesson to always move forward. Ambition can be 
powerful and it is just as important to take action. Very few of us succeed without failing a few 
times. There were a few rough transitions in the story, but overall it was nicely done. 
 
 
Devlin1971hotmailcomNov 20, 2016 
 
Meissa, 

Thank you for critiquing this story, It’s always nice to see a digital story that is inspiring. 

Karen 
 
 
Nicolette VanDelinderNov 20, 2016 
 
This is such an inspiring story for how short it is. I think we all can really appreciate something 
so powerful that can be delivered in such a short time! 
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11/6/2016 02:30:35 pm 
Hello Andrew, 
Thanks to you I now know that the place where the Denver International Airport is built used to 
be a burial ground for a group of American Indians. Therefore it is sacred ground for Bill Tall 
Bull and his people. Bill Tall Bull is right. "Home is where the heart is." The correlation you 
made between this video and what is currently going on in Standing Rock makes a lot sense and 
helps your readers be in a better position to understand the demonstrators’ standpoint. 
 
Thanks for sharing the video. 
Meissa 

 

BOYLEBOU12 
October 16, 2016 at 10:25 am 
Hello Kelly, 
Like yourself, I will definitely use the tips provided here when planning out my own stories. I 
found them very helpful. And you are perfectly right about the topic of selection. I think that not 
all the students have the same degree of readiness to start the work without direction. If some 
students can jump in and start the work from the first second, others need to be directed and help 
get started. This is where differentiation comes in play mostly in a school like mine with a big 
percentage of ELD (English Language Development) students, and students with special needs. I 
teach friends but the directions for the work to be done are usually given and explained in 
English. 

Thanks you for this very insightful article. 

Meissa SAMBA 

October 16, 2016 at 7:06 am 

Hello Robert, 
It is always with a lot of joy that I listen to praise-songs and poetry to grandparents. Malian 
writer and ethnologist Amadou Hampâté Bâ said that “when an old person dies, a library burns 
to the ground.” Maybe he was referring to the knowledge transmission from generation to 
generation, but I think it goes far beyond that. In the African culture old people are revered and 
they are known to be the ones pampering and spoiling their grandkids. Sometimes the parents do 
not dare discipline the children in front of grandma. I learned when I started living here that the 
relationship between grandparents and grandkids in the US is somewhat similar to what I grew 
up seeing. When I first came to the US as an exchange scholar, I stayed with a family in 
Michigan and saw first hand how my host took very good care of the grandkids anytime they 
come over. 
I think your critique of the product is very fair and that the students deserve to be applauded for 
this excellent work. They were very creative and I really enjoyed watching the video. 
Thanks for sharing the story. 



18 
 

Meissa 

Meissa Samba 

October 2, 2016 at 6:43 pm 

It was a joy to watch the story of Josef. And in light of your analysis I can say that digital stories 
can be a vehicle through which people can convey all types of experiences. People can talk about 
their successes, their failures, they moments of joy or sadness, their struggles, etc. Moreover to 
me the story of Josef can be seen as a reminder of the importance of the elderly people in the 
upbringing of younger generations as they usually have the best stories in the family. For 
instance Alex Haley was able to write his masterpiece “Roots” thanks to the stories told by 
Cousin Georgia, the only member of the older generation still alive when Alex Haley gets to 
work on the book. That’s why Haley later say that anytime he saw or heard that someone was a 
grandfather he wanted to hug him. 
Thanks Robert for sharing the story. 

boylebou12 OCTOBER 3, 2016 — 3:44 AM 
 
It Google’s objective was to touch the emotions of the viewers of the video, they are very 
successful. This is a very moving story that encompasses a lot in so shirt a time. Two generations 
(grandpa’s and granddaughters) are depicted so beautifully. Most of all I love the music. I am a 
lover of Hindi movies and music. Also I think you did a tremendous job in your analysis of the 
product using Jason Ohler’s assets. 
Thanks Matthew for sharing this video. 

Meissa Samba 
Aug 25, 2016Aug 25 at 8:26pm 
Manage Discussion Entry 

Perhaps my question is related. I was wondering about what the phrase "Daily create" exactly is?  

Anyone can please clarify for me? 

  

Anyone can please clarify for me? 

  

Lisa Fish 

Aug 25, 2016Aug 25 at 8:57pm 

Hi Meissa, 

This is my understanding. Please anyone correct me if I am wrong. 
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Daily Create is a daily tweet topic put out from DS106. Here is their description on 
their website (Links to an external site.) and today’s topic (Links to an external site.) on Twitter. 

When you write a Daily Create you post it on your Blog then tweet it to the hashtags that DS106 
sets up. I am thinking it’s pretty wide open to interpretation. People generally post pics, do art, 
write etc.… 

Hope that helps :) 

 
Meissa Samba 

Aug 25, 2016Aug 25 at 9:28pm 

Thanks Lisa for clarifying the phrase for me. I understand it a lot better now :) 

 

 

This is the Daily Create challenge I posted during my first week in this class:  

 
#tdc1702 The Longest word in French is “intergouvernementalisation”. Design a 

longer word in any language. 
 

This Daily Create published September 5th, 2016 -- shared by @boylebou12-- has 16responses 
and 282 views 

The challenge is to create a new longest word in your language. 
And define it. In a tweet. 

 

 

 

 


